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Examiner script

| am going to give you a worksheet. When you get your worksheet, please write your name at the
top and put your pencil down.

(Hand out the Maze student worksheets. Make sure students have written their names down before proceeding.)

You are going to read a passage with some words missing from it. For each missing word you will
see a box with three words in it. Your job is to circle the word you think makes the most sense in the
context of the passage. Let’s look at the Practice Passage together. Listen as | read.

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he takes a school (pause) art, bus, work
(pause) to go to school.

Let’s stop there. Let’s circle the word “bus” because | think “bus” makes the most sense here.
Listen to how that sentence sounds now.

Every morning, he takes a school bus to go to school.

Now it’s your turn. Read the next sentence silently to yourself. When you come to a box, read all
the words in the box and circle the word that makes the most sense to you. When you are done, put
your pencil down.

(Allow up to 30 seconds for students to complete the example and put their pencils down.)

If necessary, after 30 seconds say Put your pencil down. As soon as all students have their pencils down, say
Good job.

Now listen. In the (pause) afternoon, library, morning (pause), he also takes a bus home. You should
have circled “afternoon” because “afternoon” makes the most sense. Listen. In the afternoon, he
also takes a bus home.

Okay, when I say “Begin,” turn the page and start reading the passage silently. Start on the page with
the title. When you come to a box, read all the words in the box and circle the word that makes the
most sense in the passage. You will stop when you come to a stop sign or | say Stop. Ready? Begin.
Start the timer.

At the end of 3 minutes, stop the timer and say Stop. Put your pencils down.

Reminders
Start timer Start the timer after you say Begin.
Prompts If a student starts reading the passage out loud, say Please read the passage silently.

(Repeat as often as needed.)
If a student skips an entire page, say. Please be sure not to skip pages.

If a student stops working, say Please keep going until | tell you to stop. Just do

your best work. (Repeat as often as needed.)
Discontinue There is no discontinue rule. Every student should be encouraged to try their best until

three minutes have passed.
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon
takes a school: bus  to go to school. In the library  : he also
‘work .morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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The Ukulele

The ukulele is a stringed instrument that looks like a very small guitar. It is certainly

guitars usually have sixg , and ukuleles have four or fourg sets of two. The
. strings :

:islands

instrument, which was brought to the by immigrants.

Keep going P
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‘was : the :

(1 to

: chants : ;
hula, surfing, and ancient : : and songs. But this king worked : hard : to bring the

: continued :

 his work. She was a great :promoter: singer, and composer of native music.
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. The : ukulele first became popular in the : of the United States after
T el

: for :

: : everywhere
the so-called Jazz Age. ; The : sound of the ukulele was suddenly ; :
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brought

way of Hawaii often Sukuleles back with them as keepsakes. a major

subsequent decades. Thankfully today, however, we are in the middle of the third ukulele

boom since the instrument was first brought to the mainland of the United States.
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon
takes a school: bus  to go to school. In the library  : he also
‘work .morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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The Perseids
If you go outside on a dark night in the middle of the late summer in the Northern

Hemisphere, you might get lucky and see part of the Perseid meteor shower. A meteor is

the wake of a comet, enters : Earth’s atmosphere. A meteor is what  often call a

Keep going P
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midnight and dawn, the Perseid : : can be seen in the evening .. If you are
: showers : : =

watching the skyg in gthe evening and happen tog gvery lucky, you might see a
rare ;but extremely memorable Earth-grazer: a long,§ , colourful meteor

: ' : slow

travelling horizontally across the span of evening sky.

in
week in August, the hours just before dawn, as many as eighty meteors per hour
‘be |  meteors :
may : visible. The parent body of the Perseid is the comet Swift-Tuttle,
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The Perseid meteorg tare called that because they seemg : originate
: showers : i to :

 source : : : P
| : of the meteor shower is the | dust :and debris left in the wake : Of : the Swift-

‘and :

Keep going P

DIBELS 8th: Australasian Version
©2026 University of Oregon. All rights reserved. Progress Monitoring Maze 8.2 Key
Page 11 AU-Y8 | NZ-Y9

36

37

40

42

44

45

48

50

52

54



If they do actually land on the Earth’s surface, then they are called meteorites.
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon
takes a school: bus  to go to school. In the library  : he also
‘work .morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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Opera Singers

When I think of opera singers, I picture highly emotional, big people in elaborate

mouths : :
raised from their sides, and their : : shaped like an “O”. I imagine : : singing

long, prolonged words I can’tg :, with their voices swooping and swerving
: understand :

bouncing and wobbling. Why do opera sing like that?
........... f singens ¢

fa : lessons
andg ghalf and three hours long. Betweeng , coaching, rehearsals and
performances, an opera singer spends many hours every day singing. opera style

: The :

Keep going P
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P  ago .
The opera singing technique : developed in Italy a long time . It was

: the : i to:

out withoutg ;the vocal chords. The strength tog : the sound comes
: straining : support :

:and : breathing
from the abdomen, the singer must carefully manage their to produce
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of ;the lyrics which would be sungg . These days, however, you are more
o  onstage

likely : :
: to just read the subtitled translation : - above the opera stage — or, if
: ' : projected :
: watch the opera on television, the at the bottom of the screen.
‘you : : subtitles

our world to say that opera : are fat. They are not. Some : singers believe
: singers : opera :

Keep going P
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where it quickly split into twog main gtypes: one was formal and digniﬁed§ iwas

i court : : comical :

usually performed at a royal , while the other was boisterous and , and

singing
and the “beautiful” style of . Operas are still being written today, but many of

them are “rock operas”!
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon
takes a school: bus  to go to school. In the library  : he also
‘work .morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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Hurricane

‘a and :
over the warm waters of : tropical ocean. It features strong winds : : heavy rains
:calm . become
that swirl around a: : centre. For a tropical storm to :a hurricane, the

category : ;
wind requirement. The highest : : of hurricanes has winds of more ; than 1251

Keep going P
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per hour!

two. they can be very destructive while they : [ast, causing floods and sometimes

: : knocked
United States. This hurricane had - and pressure so powerful that it a

train delivering emergency relief supplies iright off the tracks. It alsog j
: : : temporarily :

Keep going P
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of those are : major hurricanes, requiring people living on the :coast to make
: usually : :

careful storm preparations : sometimes to evacuate the area completely.

i are

Keep going P
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- female ' names in alphabetical order. You can ; - how many hurricanes there have
: : : tell
- ............
been  a given year by the letter: of i the alphabet of the last hurricane
5 : 5 : that

year. Sometimes names get recycled, but when a hurricane is especially strong and

destructive, its name is never used again for any other hurricane.
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O UNIVERSITY OF
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College of
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon
takes a school: bus  to go to school. In the library  : he also
‘work .morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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What is a Victorian?
Have you ever heard someone refer to a house as “a Victorian?” What does

“Victorian” mean?

: technological

During the Victorian : €ra : there was an incredible amount of :

progress. Railroads, steamships, cameras, and sewing : : were invented. Electric
: machines :

lights also becameg . Medicine steadily improved. For the ﬁrstg in
: widespread : i time

Keep going P
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before

been : - these things!

. many : : challenges

Modernity improved life 1n : ways, but it also created newg

: became : CAS

London : ithe biggest city in the world.g gcities grew larger and factories

lIl

also in
historians haveg : suggested that there was an increase : tanxiety during this
all .
period due to  the rapid changes. Victorian era novels, i Such :ag those featuring

Keep going P

DIBELS 8th: Australasian Version
©2026 University of Oregon. All rights reserved. Progress Monitoring Maze 8.5 Key
Page 28 AU-Y8 | NZ-Y9

16

17

19

20

22

24

26

28

30



anxiety

Sherlock Holmes, reﬂectg :about science, crime, social class, and England’s

‘a : connected :

house, ori : series of small houses that are : : to one another. In other words,
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: style : buildings
: , which imitated the appearance of medieval :, and the Queen Anne

: houses :

Because Victorian i €ra :houses are some of the oldest - with modern

there is a good chance it is a Victorian.
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O UNIVERSITY OF

OREGON

College of
Education

Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon
takes a school: bus  to go to school. In the library  : he also
‘work .morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:

DIBELS 8th: Australasian Version
©2026 University of Oregon. All rights reserved. Progress Monitoring Maze 8.6 Key
Page 32 AU-Y8 | NZ-Y9



Double Dutch

the trick is to use rhythmic, movements to avoid getting touched byg _
. patterned : : the

whirling rope.

can
the ropes are spinning at fastest, they blur so that you hardly see them.
 their :
exactly :
No one knows : how the game originated, but some it might have

Keep going P
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walk backward while the strands into a single strong . While the rope
- fyisting . xope

spinners worked, boy would dash back and forth delivering of hemp,
AEmersy T f

and they often had to jump over or duck under the ropes stretched out in
: . twisting :

Double Dutch became very : . in urban areas all over the United States.
: popular :

Keep going P
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t0§ §decline. Some people think the decline§ of §the sport was due to the
steadily
. spre e ............
 of radios and then television. Others : :it had something to do with
: think :

: decade : : :
But in the : - of the 1970s, the sport was : and given a fresh set of
: ' s revived :
ca
: for competition. It was adapted from§ : street or schoolyard pastime into a
rules : :

Keep going P
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; jumping
: - with young people, free styles of . rope emerged onto the scene.
: popular : : :

 jumpers : extra |
The : i began doing flips, dance moves, and : complex footwork while
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon
takes a school: bus  to go to school. In the library  : he also
‘work .morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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A Hike to Remember

That breezy tropical morning Moira, Jim, and Silas pedaled their bicycles on the

asphalt road up through the mountains to the trailhead at Reef Bay. It was an hour’s ordeal

..................

Keep going P
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- Silas, who had shorter legs and moments had to break into a jog

wobbled —

to keep up with his older 2
; siblings :

: ;for a moment, gazing at ag secluded ipool surrounded by bare, smooth
e A |

rocks. thundered down from high above and in many different
Xidetcet i L
small streams into : pool
: the

Keep going P

DIBELS 8th: Australasian Version
©2026 University of Oregon. All rights reserved. Progress Monitoring Maze 8.7 Key
Page 40 AU-Y8 | NZ-Y9

17

18

19

21

22

24

26

28

30

31



“Beautiful,” Moira said. “Yes, magical,” Jim ' .
: replied :

otherslike human faces - while others : seemed to be mere abstract geometric :
: :  zigzags
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“They’re at least three thousand : old,” Silas said in a murmuring

Silas had iread : about these carvings in his colour-illustrated

: : exactly :
textbooks, but it made him oddly lightheaded to stand here and see them

P air
Thousands : . white butterflies were whirling in the : - over the dark pool.
fof : : :
: even
At the : of the roaring falls, Silas saw more darting butterflies, with quick

Keep going P
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flashes yellow and orange fluttering amid the cloud of white.
Silas suddenly asked, “What’s lifespan of a butterfly?” Moira shut : her
W-—  —
sketchbook, clicked her tongue on the of her mouth and replied, “Oh. These ?
roof : :

Just a few days, I think”

Silas shivered, thinking about these prehistoric petroglyphs deep down below and

the beautiful, transitory butterflies fluttering in the clear sunlight high above.
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon
takes a school: bus  to go to school. In the library  : he also
‘work .morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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Swimming in the Ancient World

Human beings have been swimming for a long time. In a cave in the Sahara

. may

a éde and sandy desert—and someg §d0 not believe that the figures
DR ool

fin fat

Wall carvings excavatedg from : the ruins of a palace 1n . is now Iraq,

L across :

that date to : 860s BC, show Assyrian soldiers swimming ‘a river. Some
i the : '
: others aids
swim freely, and : use inflated animal skins as flotation
E E
The world’s oldest swimming pool, known |  :the “Great Bath,” was constructed

Keep going P

DIBELS 8th: Australasian Version
©2026 University of Oregon. All rights reserved. Progress Monitoring Maze 8.8 Key
Page 45 AU-Y8 | NZ-Y9

10

12

14

16

17



in 1s now Pakistan in the 3rd millennium BC. : It - was made of bricks that

were  water-tight with tar, and there are : :leading into it at either end.
: sealed : steps
. metres
It :isabout seven metres wide, twelve : long, and two metres deep. Scholars
believe

Keep going P
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attended
swimming, but the young men who : . them also studied academic subjects.

and : ‘at a young age. But, there ‘one famous swimmer who was a
: married : '

causing : :
ropes holding the ships in place, : them to drift away and crash : each

other.

 ancient
Like the Greeks, the . Romans loved water. They built public

Keep going P
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swimming pools for exercise. Watery spectacles§ tarranged for the
: . were
emperors in 1akes§ :flooded amphitheatres; sometimes naval battles were
for i

: :, and sometimes women, acting as water nymphs, put :on displays of
: re-enacted : : :

: by
synchronised swimming. The§ . first heated swimming pool was built '
worlds e
and : .
Gaius Maecenas, a wealthy Roman politician : . patron of the arts. The pool :
: 5 - was

luxurious gardens that included statues, libraries, an aviary, and a place to ride horses.
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon
takes a school: bus  to go to school. In the library  : he also
‘work .morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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Deep Sea Treasure

More than a century after the Titanic hit an iceberg and sank into the depths of the

North Atlantic Ocean, the remains of the ship were hit again, this time by a small submarine.

fa !
The small, two-person sub was filming . documentary when intense currents
overwhelmed the .. No one onboard was harmed andg . only damage to
i vehicle : i the
¢ : .
the sub was i irust stain on one side. Its' . if the wreck of the Titanic

: unclear :

P : battle :
The collision was revealed in court documents filed during a legal

: artefacts |

The case involves a company eagerg : “cut open the hull and extract
ito :
from the sunken ship. They are  legal permission to do so.
: seeking :
Though many : jtems have previously been recovered from : shipwreck area,

Keep going P
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. company |
One of the items the : : hopes to retrieve is a wireless telegraph :

 distress :

a soundproof room. This is the same : telegraph that was used to transmit§

Among the last messages sent out these
: were
P boats :
“We are putting passengers off : in : small boats. Women and children in
Cannot last much longer. Losing power.”

 final message was: “Come quick. Engine room : nearly full”

:The '

The last time that : divers : got a close look at the :  of the Titanic, the ship
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gradually
rusted iron, : breaking it down. Eventually, all the  will disintegrate

entirely. One scientist said that ! it is fascinating how the Titanic . being consumed

. Lis
providing :
by the ocean while:  shelter for a remarkably diverse number :of  :sea
creatures.
The Titanic is one : Of | the most famous ships in history, : ‘at the

: recognised :
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42,000-tonnes. It measured 269 long, the length of four city . Onboard
. metres : : '

rooms.

the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean. it went down, just four days L its

One | . the millionaires who went down with | : Titanic was Benjamin

Keep going P
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Guggenheim sure they got onto a lifeboat . He and his valet then 63
: :  together :

returned  their stateroom to get dressed. After pinning a rose in his buttonhole, 64

Guggenheim is reported to have said, “We've dressed up in our best and are prepared to go

down like gentlemen.”
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Progress Monitoring Maze 8.10

DIBELS 8" AU-Y8 | NZ-Y9
O UNIVERSITY OF

OREGON

College of
Education

Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon
takes a school: bus  to go to school. In the library  : he also
‘work .morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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Backyard Foxes

One Sunday in April, the Phan family woke to discover that a family of foxes had

: ; around
furry animal with : : legs and a bushy tail sniffing . the far edge of the

Keep going P
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Her husband agreed that animal shed described was probably a ,

: worked together to build a burrow raise the young.
el =

Mr. Phan shrugged : his shoulders and grinned because he that his
T | SR

Keep going P
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fa | grownups
A family of foxes wasn't | :threat. The Phans’ children were all 2

: cornered :

foxes, which can become aggressive when

: animals :

Overall, red foxes were rather shy that preferred to hunt mostly at

Keep going P
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caterpillars : :
crickets and to mice and birds. Theyd eat : , frogs, birds,

tumble play sessions meant they had already been from their mother’s milk.
_— L

They would ?be allowed to hunt alongside their , who would teach
: soon : . parents

Mr. Phan got up the table and pressed his face  to the window.

binoculars?”

“T'll get them for you, dear,” his wife said. @
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